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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for fabricating an image-sensor device is provided.
The method includes forming a radiation-sensing region and
a doped isolation region in a semiconductor substrate. The
doped isolation region is adjacent to the radiation-sensing
region. The method also includes thinning the semiconductor
substrate such that the radiation-sensing region and the doped
isolation region are exposed. The method further includes
partially removing the doped isolation region to form a
recess. In addition, the method includes forming a negatively
charged film over an interior surface of the recess and a
surface of the radiation-sensing exposed after the thinning of
the semiconductor substrate.
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1
MECHANISMS FOR FORMING
IMAGE-SENSOR DEVICE WITH
DEEP-TRENCH ISOLATION STRUCTURE

CROSS REFERENCE

This application is a Divisional of U.S. application Ser. No.
14/016,949, filed on Sep. 3, 2013 and entitled “Mechanisms
for forming image-sensor device with deep-trench isolation
structure”.

BACKGROUND

Semiconductor image sensors are used to sense radiation
such as light. Complementary metal-oxide-semiconductor
(CMOS) image sensors (CIS) and charged-coupled device
(CCD) sensors are widely used in various applications such as
digital camera or mobile phone camera applications. These
devices utilize an array of pixels in a substrate, including
photodiodes and transistors, to absorb radiation projected
toward the substrate and convert the sensed radiation into
electrical signals.

A backside-illuminated (BSI) image-sensor device is one
type of image-sensor device. The BSI image-sensor device is
used for sensing a volume of light projected towards a back-
side surface of a substrate (which supports the image sensor
circuitry of the BSI image-sensor device). The pixel grid is
located at a front side of the substrate, and the substrate is thin
enough so that light projected towards the backside of the
substrate can reach the pixel grid. The BSI image-sensor
device provides a high fill factor and reduced destructive
interference, as compared to frontside-illuminated (FSI)
image-sensor devices. Although existing BSI image-sensor
devices and methods of fabricating these BSI image-sensor
devices have been generally adequate for their intended pur-
poses, as device scaling down continues, they have not been
entirely satisfactory in all respects.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to the
following descriptions taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings.

FIG. 1 shows a flow chart illustrating a method for fabri-
cating an image-sensor device, in accordance with some
embodiments.

FIGS. 2-9 are diagrammatic fragmentary cross-sectional
views of an image-sensor device at various stages of fabrica-
tion, in accordance with some embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It is to be understood that the following disclosure provides
many different embodiments, or examples, for implementing
different features of the disclosure. Specific examples of
components and arrangements are described below to sim-
plify the present disclosure. These are, of course, merely
examples and are not intended to be limiting. Moreover, the
performance of a first process before a second process in the
description that follows may include embodiments in which
the second process is performed immediately after the first
process, and may also include embodiments in which addi-
tional processes may be performed between the first and
second processes. Various features may be arbitrarily drawn
in different scales for the sake of simplicity and clarity. Fur-
thermore, the formation of a first feature over or on a second
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feature in the description that follows may include embodi-
ments in which the first and second features are formed in
direct contact, and may also include embodiments in which
additional features may be formed between the first and sec-
ond features, such that the first and second features may not be
in direct contact. In addition, the like elements in various
figures and embodiments are identified by the same or similar
reference numerals.

The image-sensor device according to the present disclo-
sure is a backside-illuminated (BSI) image-sensor device.
The BSI image-sensor device includes a charge-coupled
device (CCD), a complementary metal oxide semiconductor
(CMOS) image sensor (CIS), an active-pixel sensor (APS) or
apassive-pixel sensor. The image-sensor device may include
additional circuitry and input/outputs that are provided adja-
cent to the grid of pixels for providing an operation environ-
ment of the pixels and for supporting external communication
with the pixels.

Tustrated in FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a method for fabri-
cating an image-sensor device according to some embodi-
ments. Referring to FIG. 1, the method 10 begins with a block
11 in which a substrate having a front surface and a back
surface is provided. The substrate includes a radiation-sens-
ing region and a doped isolation region adjacent to the radia-
tion-sensing region. The method 10 continues with a block 13
in which a deep-trench isolation structure is formed. The
deep-trench isolation structure includes a trench extending
from the back surface and a negatively charged film covering
the trench. The method 10 continues with a block 15 in which
a reflective piece is formed over the deep-trench isolation
structure.

FIGS. 2-9 are diagrammatic fragmentary cross-sectional
views of an image-sensor device at various stages of fabrica-
tion, in accordance with some embodiments. It is understood
that FIGS. 2-9 have been simplified for a better understanding
of embodiments of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 2, the image-sensor device 100 includes
a substrate 102. The substrate 102 is a device substrate. The
substrate 102 may be a semiconductor substrate. The sub-
strate 102 may be a silicon substrate doped with a P-type
dopant such as boron, in which case the substrate 102 is a
P-type substrate. Alternatively, the substrate 102 could be
another suitable semiconductor material. For example, the
substrate 102 may be a silicon substrate doped with an N-type
dopant such as phosphorous or arsenic, in which case the
substrate is an N-type substrate. The substrate 102 may
include other elementary semiconductor materials such as
germanium or diamond. The substrate 102 may optionally
include a compound substrate and/or an alloy semiconductor.
Further, the substrate 102 may include an epitaxial layer (epi
layer), may be strained for performance enhancement, and
may include a silicon-on-insulator (SOI) structure.

The substrate 102 has a front surface 104 (also referred to
as a frontside) and a back surface 106 (also referred to as a
backside). For a BSI image sensor device such as the image-
sensor device 100, incident radiation enters the substrate 102
through the back surface 106. In some embodiments, the
substrate 102 has a thickness ranging from about 500 pum to
about 1000 um. The substrate 102 is fabricated with front end
processes, in accordance with some embodiments. For
example, the substrate 102 includes various regions, which
may include a pixel region, a periphery region, a bonding pad
region, and a scribe line region. For the sake of simplicity,
only a portion of the pixel region is shown in FIGS. 210 9.

The pixel region includes radiation-sensing regions 108
and doped isolation regions 110. The radiation-sensing
regions 108 are doped with a doping polarity opposite from
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that of the substrate 102. The radiation-sensing regions 108
are formed by one or more implantation processes or diffu-
sion processes. The radiation-sensing regions 108 are formed
adjacent to or near the front surface 104 of the substrate 102.
Although only a portion of the pixel region is shown in FIG.
2, the pixel region may further include pinned layer photo-
diodes, photodiode gates, reset transistors, source follower
transistors, and transfer transistors. For the sake of simplicity,
detailed structures of the above features are not shown in
figures of the present disclosure.

The radiation-sensing regions 108 are operable to sense
incident radiation that enters the pixel region from the back
surface 106. The incident radiation may be visual light. Alter-
natively, the incident radiation may be infrared (IR), ultravio-
let (UV), X-ray, microwave, other suitable types of radiation,
or a combination thereof.

The doped isolation regions 110 are adjacent to the radia-
tion-sensing regions 108, in accordance with some embodi-
ments. The doped isolation regions 110 are formed adjacent
to or near the front surface 104. Each pair of neighboring
radiation-sensing regions 108 is separated from one another
by one of the respective doped isolation regions 110. The
doped isolation regions 110 are doped with a doping polarity
the same as that of the substrate 102. In some embodiments,
the doping concentration of the doped isolation regions 110 is
higher than that of'the substrate 102. For example, the doping
concentration of the doped isolation regions 110 may be in a
range of about 1E16 per cm® to about 1E20 per cm®. The
doped isolation regions 110 are formed by one or more
implantation processes or diffusion processes.

As showninFIG. 2, isolation features 112 are formed in the
doped isolation regions 110, in accordance with some
embodiments. The isolation features 112 are formed adjacent
to or near the front surface 104 of the substrate 102. In some
embodiments, the isolation features 112 are used to define
predetermined regions of the radiation-sensing regions 108
and doped isolation regions 110. Therefore, the isolation fea-
tures 112 may be formed before forming the radiation-sens-
ing regions 108 and doped isolation regions 110. In some
embodiments, the doped isolation regions 110 are aligned
with the isolation features 112.

The isolation features 112 include shallow trench isolation
(STI) structures and/or local oxidation of silicon (LOCOS)
structures. In some embodiments, some active or passive
features, such as MOSFET or junction capacitor, are formed
in the doped isolation regions 110, according to design needs
and manufacturing concerns. The active or passive features in
the doped isolation regions 110 are surrounded and protected
by the isolation features 112. The thickness of the isolation
features 112 is greater than that of the active or passive fea-
tures in the doped isolation regions 110. In some embodi-
ments, the thickness of the isolation features 112 is in a range
from about 100 angstrom to about 5000 angstrom.

In some embodiments, the isolation features 112 are
formed by forming trenches in the substrate 102 from the
front surface 104 and filling a dielectric material into the
trenches. The dielectric material may include silicon oxide,
silicon nitride, silicon oxynitride, a low-k material, or another
suitable dielectric material. A chemical mechanical polishing
(CMP) process may be performed to planarize the surface of
the dielectric material filling the trenches.

As shown in FIG. 2, the image-sensor device 100 may
further include an interconnection structure 114 formed over
the front surface 104 of the substrate 102. The interconnec-
tion structure 114 includes a number of patterned dielectric
layers and conductive layers that couple to various doped
features, circuitry, and input/output of the image-sensor
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device 100. The interconnection structure 114 includes an
interlayer dielectric (ILD) and a multilayer interconnection
(ML) structure. The MLI structure includes contacts, vias
and metal lines. For the purpose of illustration, a number of
conductive lines 116 and vias/contacts 118 are shown in FIG.
2, it being understood that the conductive lines 116 and vias/
contacts 118 are merely exemplary. The actual positioning
and configuration of the conductive lines 116 and vias/con-
tacts 118 may vary depending on design needs and manufac-
turing concerns.

Referring to FIG. 3, a buffer layer 120 is formed on the
interconnection structure 114, in accordance with some
embodiments. The buffer layer 120 may include a dielectric
material such as silicon oxide. Alternatively, the buffer layer
120 may include silicon nitride. The buffer layer 120 may be
deposited by chemical vapor deposition (CVD), physical
vapor deposition (PVD), or other suitable techniques. The
buffer layer 120 may be planarized to form a smooth surface
by a CMP process.

Afterwards, a carrier substrate 122 is bonded with the
substrate 102 through the buffer layer 120. Therefore, the
processing of the back surface 106 of the substrate 102 can be
performed. In some embodiments, the carrier substrate 122 is
similar to the substrate 102 and includes a silicon material.
Alternatively, the carrier substrate 122 may include a glass
substrate or another suitable material. The carrier substrate
122 may be bonded to the substrate 102 by molecular forces
(direct bonding), optical fusion bonding, metal diffusion
bonding, anodic bonding, or by other suitable bonding tech-
niques. The buffer layer 120 provides electrical isolation
between the substrate 102 and carrier substrate 122. The
carrier substrate 122 provides protection for the various fea-
tures formed on the front surface 104 of the substrate 102. The
carrier substrate 122 also provides mechanical strength and
support for processing the back surface 106 of the substrate
102 as discussed below.

After the carrier substrate 122 is bonded, a thinning process
is then performed to thin the substrate 102 from the back
surface 106. The thinning process may include a mechanical
grinding process. Afterwards, an etching chemical may be
applied over the back surface 106 of substrate 102 to further
thin the substrate 102 to a thickness which is on the order of
a few microns. In some embodiments, the thickness of the
substrate 102, after being thinned, is in a range from about 1
pum to about 100 pm.

Common image-sensor device defects include optical
cross-talk, electrical cross-talk and dark current. The defects
become more serious as the image pixel sizes and the spacing
between neighboring image pixels continues to shrink. Opti-
cal cross-talk refers to photon interference from neighboring
pixels that degrades the light-sensing reliability and accuracy
of'the pixels. Dark current may be defined as the existence of
pixel current when no actual illumination is present. In other
words, the dark current is the current that flows through the
photodiode when no photons are entering the photodiode.
White pixels occur where an excessive amount of current
leakage causes an abnormally high signal from the pixels. In
the image-sensor device 100 shown in FIG. 3, the doped
isolation regions 110 have a doping polarity opposite to that
of'the radiation-sensing regions 108 to reduce the dark current
and white pixel defects. However, the doped isolation regions
110 alone may not effective enough to prevent dark current
and white pixel defects. In addition, the doped isolation
regions 110 could not resolve the optical cross-talk defect due
to the similar refractive index of the radiation-sensing regions
108 and doped isolation regions 110.
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Referring to FIG. 4, an etching process is performed on the
back surface 106 of the substrate 102 to form a number of
openings 124 (or trenches/recesses). The etching process
includes a dry etching process. An etching mask (for example
a hard mask, not illustrated herein) may be formed before the
etching process is performed. Each of the openings 124 has a
width W, at the back surface 106 of the substrate 102. The
width W, may be smaller than or substantially equal to that of
the doped isolation regions 110. The openings 124 may have
a rectangular shape, a trapezoidal shape, or another suitable
shape. In some embodiments, each of the openings 124
extends over half of the thickness of the substrate 102 but does
not reach the isolation features 112. Accordingly, active or
passive features surrounded by the isolation features 112 may
be not damaged by the etching process. In some embodi-
ments, the depth of the openings 124, measured from the back
surface 106 of the substrate 102, is in a range from about 1 um
to about 10 um. The depth of the openings 124 may be
adjusted by time control without using an etching stop layer.
These openings 124 are used for forming deep-trench isola-
tion (DTI) structures, which will be discussed in more detail
below.

Referring to FIG. 5, a negatively charged film 126 is
formed over the back surface 106 of substrate 102, in accor-
dance with some embodiments. The negatively charged film
126 may conformally cover the back surface 106, including
covering interior surfaces of the openings 124 in a conformal
manner. The negatively charged film 126 has a greater overall
negative charge than traditional dielectric films. The negative
charge increases hole accumulation at an interface of the
negatively charged film 126 and creates a depletion region at
or closeto the interface of the negatively charged film 126 and
doped isolation regions (i.e., p-type) 110 of the substrate 102
around the radiation-sensing regions 108. The depletion
region reduces dark current and/or white pixels.

According to one or more embodiments, the negatively
charged film 126 is a high-k metal oxide. The high-k metal
oxide may be a hafhium oxide, aluminum oxide, zirconium
oxide, magnesium oxide, calcium oxide, yttrium oxide, tan-
talum oxide, strontium oxide, titanium oxide, lanthanum
oxide, barium oxide or other metal oxides that can form a
high-k film using existing semiconductor deposition tech-
nologies. The high-k metal oxide may be deposited using a
CVD process or a PVD process. The CVD process may be
plasma enhanced chemical vapor deposition (PECVD)
including ICPECVD, a low pressure chemical vapor deposi-
tion (LPCVD), or an atomic layer deposition (ALD) with or
without plasma. These processes may be tuned to favor an
accumulation of negative charge by varying the process
parameters including various flow rates and power param-
eters, and may involve a treatment step after the film deposi-
tion to increase negative charge. The resulting high-k metal
oxide film may have an oxygen-rich composition with nega-
tively charged interstitial oxygen atoms and/or dangling/
broke metal oxide bonds, both of which results in a cumulated
negative charge. The cumulated negative charge may be
around 5E9 to around 1E14 per cm? or greater than about
1E10/cm?. In other words, the total charge (Qtot) for the layer
is around —5E9 to around —1E14 per cm?, or more negative
than about 1E10/cm”.

According to other embodiments, the negatively charged
film 126 is a silicon nitride or nitride dielectric. The nitride
material may be a nitrogen-rich silicon nitride or another
nitrogen-rich dielectric film, such as tantalum nitride, tita-
nium nitride, hafnium nitride, aluminum nitride, magnesium
nitride, or other metal nitrides that can be formed using exist-
ing semiconductor deposition technologies. The nitride mate-
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rial may be deposited using a CVD technique or a PVD
technique. The CVD process may be a PECVD including
ICPECVD, an LPCVD, or an ALD with or without plasma. In
some embodiments, the negatively charged film is a plasma
nitrided material. The plasma nitridation may occur during or
after film deposition in an after treatment, if a nonplasma
deposition technique is used, by using a plasma containing
nitrogen ions. The plasma nitridation creates a nitrogen-rich
film with a cumulated negative charge. In some embodi-
ments, the negative charge is increased by a thermal or plasma
treatment with ammonia. The cumulated negative charge is
around 1E9 to around 1E13 per cm?, or greater than about
5E9/cm?. In other words, the total charge (Qtot) for the layer
is around —1E9 to around —1E13 per cm?, or more negative
than about SE9/cm?®. In some embodiments, the negatively
charged film 126 has a thickness ranging from about 1 nm to
about 500 nm. In some other embodiments, the negatively
charged film 126 has a thickness ranging from about 1 nm to
about 100 nm.

Afterwards, referring to FIG. 6, a dielectric material 128 is
deposited over the back surface 106 of the substrate 102, in
accordance with some embodiments. The dielectric material
128 fills the remaining spaces of the openings 124. In some
embodiments, the dielectric material 128 includes silicon
oxide, silicon nitride, silicon oxynitride, spin on glass (SOG),
low-k dielectric, or another suitable dielectric material. The
dielectric material 128 may be deposited by CVD, PVD, or
another suitable depositing technique. In some embodiments,
a portion of the dielectric material 128 outside the openings
124 is thinned and planarized. In the following discussion, the
openings 124 and portions of the negatively charged film 126
and dielectric material 128 in the openings 124 are collec-
tively referred to as deep-trench isolation structures 130.

Afterwards, referring to FIG. 7, a reflective grid 132 is
formed over the substrate 102, in accordance with some
embodiments. For example, the reflective grid 132 is formed
onthe dielectric material 128. Each piece of the reflective grid
132 is aligned with one of the respective deep-trench isolation
structures 130. In some embodiments, the reflective grid 132
is formed of a metal material, such as aluminum, tungsten,
copper, tantalum, titanium, alloys thereof, or combinations
thereof. Each piece of the reflective grid 132 may have a
rectangular shape, a reverse trapezoidal shape, reverse tri-
angle shape, or another suitable shape. In some embodiments,
each piece of the reflective grid 132 have a thickness T rang-
ing from about 100 A to about 15000 A. The reflective grid
132 is formed by a suitable deposition process and then pat-
terned. The deposition process includes electroplating, sput-
tering, CVD, PVD or other suitable depositing techniques.
The CVD process may be a PECVD including ICPECVD, an
LPCVD, or an ALD with or without plasma.

In some embodiments, each piece of the reflective grid 132
has a width W, at the back surface 106. For example, the
width W, is in a range from 10 to 1000 nm. The width W, is
substantially equal to or greater than the width W, of the
deep-trench isolation structures 130 to cover the deep-trench
isolation structures 130. Therefore, the reflective grid 132
prevents the nearly vertical incident radiation from travelling
into the deep-trench isolation structures 130. The nearly ver-
tical incident radiation that travels into the deep-trench isola-
tion structures 130 may be refracted to adjacent radiation-
sensing regions 108, and undesired photo cross-talk would
occur.

Afterwards, referring to FIG. 8, a transparent filling layer
134 is deposited over the back surface 106 of the substrate
102, in accordance with some embodiments. The transparent
filling layer 134 may be made of'silicon oxide, silicon nitride,
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or suitable polymers, and may be formed by suitable tech-
niques, such as CVD, PVD, or combinations thereof. In some
embodiments, the transparent filling layer 134 has a thickness
greater than that of the reflective grid 132. Accordingly, the
transparent filling layer 134 covers the reflective grid 132 and
provides a smooth surface. For example, the transparent fill-
ing layer 134 has a thickness ranging from about 10 angstrom
to about 1000 angstrom. In some embodiments, the transpar-
ent filling layer 134 functions as an antireflective layer of the
image-sensor device 100. The antireflective layer serves to
reduce reflection of the incident radiation projected toward
the back surface 106 of the image-sensor device 100.

Thereafter, referring to FIG. 9, a color filter layer 136 is
formed over the transparent filling layer 134, in accordance
with some embodiments. The color filter layer 136 supports
the filtering of incident radiation having a particular range of
wavelengths, which may correspond to a particular color of
light, for example, red, green, or blue. The color filter layer
136 may be used to allow only light having a predetermined
color to reach of the radiation-sensing regions 108. After-
wards, a micro lens layer 138 may be formed over the color
filter layer 136 for directing incident radiation toward the
radiation-sensing regions. The micro lens layer 138 may be
positioned in various arrangements and have various shapes
depending on the refractive index of the material used for the
micro lens layer 138 and/or the distance between the micro
lens layer 138 and the radiation-sensing regions 108. Alter-
natively, the position of the color filter layer 136 and micro
lens layer 138 may be reversed such that the micro lens layer
138 may be disposed between the back surface 106 of the
substrate 102 and color filter layer 138.

Embodiments of mechanisms for forming an image-sensor
device are described. Deep-trench isolation structures, which
are formed from the back surface of the substrate and include
anegatively charged film, may further reduce the dark current
and white pixel defects. In addition, a reflective grid formed
over the deep-trench isolation structures may prevent incident
radiation from traveling into the deep-trench isolation struc-
tures. Therefore, the photo cross-talk defect is also reduced or
prevented.

In accordance with some embodiments, an image-sensor
device is provided. The image-sensor device includes a sub-
strate having a front surface and a back surface. The image-
sensor device also includes a radiation-sensing region oper-
able to detect incident radiation that enters the substrate
through the back surface. The image-sensor device further
includes a doped isolation region formed in the substrate and
adjacent to the radiation-sensing region. In addition, the
image-sensor device includes a deep-trench isolation struc-
ture formed in the doped isolation region. The deep-trench
isolation structure includes a trench extending from the back
surface into the doped isolation region and a negatively
charged film covering an interior surface of the trench.

In accordance with some embodiments, an image-sensor
device is provided. The image-sensor device includes a sub-
strate having a front surface and a back surface. The image-
sensor device also includes a plurality of radiation-sensing
regions formed in the substrate. The image-sensor device
further includes a plurality of doped isolation regions formed
in the substrate. Each pair of neighboring radiation-sensing
regions is separated from one another by one of the respective
doped isolation regions. In addition, the image-sensor device
includes a plurality of trenches extending from the back sur-
face into the doped isolation regions. The image-sensor
device also includes a negatively charged film covering inte-
rior surfaces of the trenches and a dielectric material over the
negatively charged film and filling the trenches. The image-
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sensor device further includes a reflective grid formed over
the back surface of the substrate, and each piece of the reflec-
tive grid is aligned with one of the respective trenches.

In accordance with some embodiments, a method of fab-
ricating an image-sensor device is provided. The method
includes providing a substrate having a front surface and a
back surface. The method also includes forming a radiation-
sensing region and a doped isolation region adjacent to the
front surface, and the doped isolation region is adjacent to the
radiation doped region. The method further includes forming
a trench in the doped isolation region from the back surface.
In addition, the method includes forming a negatively
charged film over the back surface and covering an interior
surface of the trench.

Although embodiments of the present disclosure and their
advantages have been described in detail, it should be under-
stood that various changes, substitutions and alterations can
be made herein without departing from the spirit and scope of
the disclosure as defined by the appended claims. For
example, it will be readily understood by those skilled in the
art that many of the features, functions, processes, and mate-
rials described herein may be varied while remaining within
the scope of the present disclosure. Moreover, the scope of the
present application is not intended to be limited to the par-
ticular embodiments of the process, machine, manufacture,
composition of matter, means, methods and operations
described in the specification. As one of ordinary skill in the
art will readily appreciate from the disclosure of the present
disclosure, processes, machines, manufacture, compositions
of matter, means, methods, or operations, presently existing
or later to be developed, that perform substantially the same
function or achieve substantially the same result as the cor-
responding embodiments described herein may be utilized
according to the present disclosure. Accordingly, the
appended claims are intended to include within their scope
such processes, machines, manufacture, compositions of
matter, means, methods, or operations.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of fabricating an image-sensor device, com-
prising:

providing a substrate having a front surface and a back

surface;
forming a radiation-sensing region and a doped isolation
region adjacent to the front surface, the doped isolation
region being adjacent to the radiation-sensing region;

forming a trench in the doped isolation region from the
back surface; and

forming a negatively charged film over the back surface

and covering an interior surface of the trench.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the negatively charged
film covers the trench in a conformal manner.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising forming a
dielectric layer over the back surface with filling the trench
after the forming of the negatively charged film.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising forming a
reflective piece on the dielectric material, the reflective piece
being aligned with the trench.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising forming a
transparent filling layer covering the reflective piece and pro-
viding a smooth surface.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising forming an
isolation feature near the front surface before forming the
doped isolation region and the radiation-sensing region,
wherein the doped isolation region is aligned with the isola-
tion feature.
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein an etching process is
used to form the trench such that the trench does not reach the
isolation feature.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising thinning the
substrate from the back surface before the formation of the
trench.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising forming a
carrier substrate over the front surface of the substrate before
the thinning of the substrate.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the radiation-sensing
region and doped isolation region are formed to have different
doping polarities.

11. A method of fabricating an image-sensor device, com-
prising:

forming a radiation-sensing region and a doped isolation

region in a semiconductor substrate, wherein the doped
isolation region is adjacent to the radiation-sensing
region;

forming a recess in the doped isolation region; and

forming a negatively charged film over an interior surface

of the recess.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising forming an
isolation feature in the semiconductor substrate, wherein the
doped isolation region surrounds a portion of the isolation
feature.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the recess is formed
from a surface of the semiconductor substrate, the recess
extends towards the isolation feature, and the recess does not
reach the isolation feature.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising thinning
the semiconductor substrate before the formation of the
recess.
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15. The method of claim 11, further comprising forming a
dielectric material over the negatively charged film to fill the
recess.

16. A method of fabricating an image-sensor device, com-
prising:

forming a radiation-sensing region and a doped isolation

region in a semiconductor substrate, wherein the doped
isolation region is adjacent to the radiation-sensing
region;

thinning the semiconductor substrate such that the radia-

tion-sensing region and the doped isolation region are
exposed;

partially removing the doped isolation region to form a

recess; and

forming a negatively charged film over an interior surface

of the recess and a surface of the radiation-sensing
exposed after the thinning of the semiconductor sub-
strate.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising forming an
isolation feature in the semiconductor substrate, wherein the
doped isolation region surrounds a portion of the isolation
feature.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the isolation feature is
formed before the formation of the doped isolation region and
the radiation-sensing region.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the recess does not
reach the isolation feature.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein the negatively
charged film is formed to cover the recess in a conformal
manner.



